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Letters from the Dais 

Dear delegates,  

It is with great pleasure to welcome you to this year’s Vanier College Model United 

Nations Conference, in the International Green New Deal committee. It is no secret that this 

year’s conditions are unique from previous conferences, however, I am excited to take on this 

challenge with you.  

Throwback to a couple of years ago, I was attending my first Model United Conference. I 

was so nervous, as I’ve never seen so many formal-looking students gathered in one place. The 

atmosphere was intimating, and everyone seemed to know what they were doing. If you were to 

tell me I would be chairing a committee a few years back then, I would probably think you were 

making fun of me. Little did I know, I fell in love with Model United Nations so quickly. The intense 

debates and fierce drafts of prepositions between fellow delegates excite me, the feeling of being 

in the same room filled with people that were representing different countries and values, and 

the fact that we have to work together as one to solve an issue thrills me to my core (in a good 

way).  I will never forget the feeling of being in a good Model United Nations Conference.  

Therefore, it will be my goal to ensure this year’s conference would be as significant and 

meaningful to you as it would have been if the conference were to be held in a normal 

circumstance. 

Finally, on behalf of the dais, I would like to thank you for taking time out of your busy 

schedules to participate in this committee. The topic of this committee is the International Green 

New Deal, which is one of the most urgent issues arising in our world. By taking time out of your 

already packed lives, you are advancing this generation towards a new era of changes and 
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prepositions. Your vice-chair and I cannot wait to see what creative and fascinating ideas you will 

come up with to work the tasks at hand, and we are delighted to meet you. I truly hope you will 

fall in love with Model United Nations, and recognize your unique contribution supporting every 

committee you are going to attend in the future. 

Li-An Ju, Chair of International Green New Deal 

Dear delegates, faculty advisors and staff members,  

It is my great pleasure, as vice-chair on our committee, to welcome you all to this year’s 

exceptional VanierMun. 

Your participation in this simulation, your interest in international law and politics, your 

quest to tackle injustice, and your acknowledgment of issues affecting populations worldwide is 

a key reminder that you are the leaders of tomorrow. It also demonstrates the resilience and 

adaptability of our youth, as you are participating in a very stimulating, yet demanding activity. I 

am fully aware that we are asking to perform in an unusual situation, while being deprived of the 

amenities of an in-person experience. However, we assure you everything in our power will be 

done to ensure this experience is just as fulfilling and helps you improve as public speakers and 

diplomats. 

However, keep in mind that the purpose of VanierMun is to learn about the world we live 

in, to express yourselves on important issues, to meet other talented and informed individuals, 

like yourselves, and to represent as well as possible your assigned Member State.  

Following my various Model United Nations simulations and experiences, both as a 

delegate and as a member of the Chair, it is with great pride that I will be co-chairing this 
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simulation, and I am eager to see what inventive solutions you will bring forward in regards to 

the International Green New Deal! 

Victoria Principe (she/her), Vice-Chair of International Green New Deal 
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Introductions 

Committee Overview 

The United Nations General Assembly Committee was created on June 26th 1945, to be 

the main policy-making organ of the United Nations. It’s first session was convened on January 

10th, 1946, in London. At the time, 51 Member States1 were represented. Today, it is the UN’s 

biggest organ, as it is composed of all 193 members of the UN, who are allowed to vote on the 

proposed resolutions. It also includes the President, twenty-one Vice-Presidents, and the 

Chairmen of the six main committees. Also, the five permanent members of the Security Council, 

hence the United States of America, France, China, Russia and the United-Kingdom, also serve as 

Vice-Presidents.2 

The General Assembly is the only UN organ where all members are represented and have 

an equal voice. To adopt a resolution, a simple majority vote is needed. The same can be said 

about the yearly election of the President. However, when more significant or political issues are 

to be considered and tackled, such as international peace and security, the adhesion of new 

members, or the budget of the United Nations, a two-third majority is needed. Furthermore, 

numerous organizations or entities, like the Vatican or the Red Cross, have an observer status, 

which permits them to participate in the discussion process, although they are deprived from the 

right to vote on the various matters addressed within the sessions. 3 

 
1 “Membres.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed March 29, 2021. https://www.un.org/french/docs/cs/unsc_membersF.html.  
2 "Membres." United Nations. Accessed March 20, 2021. https://www.un.org/french/docs/cs/unsc_membersF.html. 
3 "What Are the Functions of the General Assembly?: AHA." What Are the Functions of the General Assembly? | AHA. Accessed March 10, 
2021. https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-archives/gi-roundtable-series/pamphlets/em-19-building-a-
workable-peace-(1946)/what-are-the-functions-of-the-general-assembly. 
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The General Assembly’s role is to provide a multilateral forum for all member states to 

express their concerns and ideas on international issues, in accordance with the United Nations 

Charter. It is divided in six main committees: the first, on disarmament and international security; 

the second, on economic and financial issues; the third, regarding social, humanitarian and 

cultural questions; the fourth, focusing on special political and decolonization; the fifth on 

administrative and budgetary issues; and finally, the sixth, which is the legal committee.4 The 

diplomats working within the General Assembly discuss, debate, negotiate and produce 

resolutions, upon which the assembly will vote. However, even when adopted, these resolutions 

are not legally binding upon the Member States, who preserve the discretion to implement it in 

their local jurisdiction. Needless to say, the General Assembly’s decisions might not be binding, 

but they do hold a lot of power and influence. Some of their resolutions, such as the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, which was adopted on December 10th, 1948, changed our world. 5 

Each year, between December and September, the General Assembly holds a general 

debate. Later on, when asked to take action on certain topics and to develop concrete solutions, 

they will organize special sessions at different times within the year. However, as stated in the 

UN Charter, its powers are limited regarding issues such as peace and security, although it is 

highly implicated in its funding and budgeting.6 Therefore, they are often required to suggest 

solutions to the Security Council, who then can evaluate them and decide to adopt them if the 

majority considers it is a relevant and efficient way to address the issues at stake. But, if the 

 
4 "United Nations General Assembly." Encyclopædia Britannica. Accessed March 25, 2021. https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations-
General-Assembly. 
5 "Universal Declaration of Human Rights." United Nations. Accessed March 20, 2021. https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-
rights/. 
6 "Rôle De L’Assemblée Générale | Nations Unies Maintien De La Paix." United Nations. Accessed March 30, 2021. 
https://peacekeeping.un.org/fr/role-of-general-assembly. 
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Security Council, by a negative vote from one of its permanent members, chooses not to work 

on a peace and security issue, the General Assembly can take over, as established by the 

Resolution 377(V), adopted in 1950.  

Keeping in mind the committee’s mandate and its objectives, this General Assembly 

session will tackle some pressing environmental issues, such as the power struggles in 

environmental issues and initiatives, as well as the increase of displaced persons due to disasters 

directly related to climate change. 7  

  

 
7 Written by Kate Whiting, Senior Writer. "75 Years On: What Is the UN General Assembly and What to Look out for." World Economic Forum. 
Accessed March 30, 2021. https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/09/what-is-the-un-general-assembly-and-what-does-it-do/. 
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The Green New Deal Overview 

“The Global Green New Deal (GGND) calls on governments to allocate a 
significant share of stimulus funding to green sectors and sets out three 

objectives: (i) economic recovery; (ii) poverty eradication; and (iii) reduced 
carbon emissions and ecosystem degradation; and proposed a framework for 

green stimulus programs as well as supportive domestic and international 
policies.” 8 

So what exactly is the Green New Deal, and what prepositions is it trying to make on a 

global scale? The report mentioned above was commissioned by the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) in response to the global crisis of 2008. In the report, the UNEP encourages 

member states to recognize the importance of the current global climate crisis, and take 

implementations into minimizing the damages of said crisis. 9 

Environmental issues were not taken seriously, especially in developing countries in the 

early 1900s. Countries who were undergoing industrial changes were concentrating on their 

developments in their economy, thus there was an absence of resources poured into 

environmental friendly projects. The United Nations saw the problems that would arise if this 

situation would be continued, and initiated the UNEP. UNEP is now the leading authority that is 

in charge of all major environmental-related issues. Their affairs are divided into 7(seven) broad 

thematic areas: climate change, disasters and conflicts, ecosystem management, environmental 

governance, chemicals and waste, resource efficiency, and environment under review. The 

 
8 "A Global Green New Deal .:. Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform." United Nations. Accessed March 19, 2021. 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=670&menu=1515. 
9 Environment, UN. "UN Environment Programme." UNEP. Accessed March 15, 2021. https://www.unep.org/. 
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priority of the UNEP remains on sustainability, and creating a better domain for future 

generations to come.  

The UNEP has been pushing for policy changes in flavor of being more environmentally, 

on both domestic and international levels. With the continuous rising of the global temperature 

and number of environmental crises, more measures are needed than ever to achieve the goals 

made in the Paris Agreement. Policies and implementations in the agreements include but not 

limited to reducing emissions, transparency when it comes to environmental issues, adaptations 

of alternative energy sources, and encouragement of different levels of government to work 

together. 10 

When participating in the committee, keep in mind the country you are representing and 

their views on accepting policies listed in the Paris Agreement. It is also important to know 

whether your country is for or against making changes for the environment, especially if the 

country is currently in the developing process, and in the middle of economic rising. 11 

  

 
10 “Paris agreement." Climate Action - European Commission, 15 Nov. 2019, ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/negotiations/paris_en.  
11 Friedman, Lisa. 2019. “What Is the Green New Deal? A Climate Proposal, Explained - The New York Times.” The New York Times - Breaking 
News, US News, World News and Videos. February 21, 2019. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/21/climate/green-new-deal-questions-
answers.html. 
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Topic 1: Power Struggles In Environmental Issues And Initiatives 

In the current fight against environmental degradation and climate change, the economic 

disparities between Member States, and the lack of financial and technological resources less 

developed countries suffer from, creates power struggles. The initiatives that must be 

implemented to tackle climate change and climate disasters are reduced by these inequities, as 

not all Member States have the political, economic and human resources needed to follow more 

privileged countries in the race against climate degradation.12 Considering Sustainable 

Development Goals 10, tackling the reduction of inequalities, 12 on responsible consumption and 

production, 13 on climate action, 14 on life below water, 15 regarding life on land, and goal 17 

on international partnerships, it is clear that this issue is pressing and important to the 

international community.  

It must be noted that developing countries are severely affected by climate change. 

Indeed, climate related disasters are limiting the countries’ resources, and forcing them to delay 

their pursuit of sustainable development. Hence, while many underdeveloped countries still 

depend on agriculture and the primary economic sector, the impacts of, for example, droughts 

and fires, affect the entire country’s economic capacities and have dire consequences on the 

population, as food insecurity and famine threaten to ensue. Instability and fragility are therefore 

enhanced by climate change. It has indeed been proven that multidimensional inequalities affect 

communities, as it enhances their exposition to climate hazards, while increasing their chances 

to sustain damages, but it also diminishes their capacities to cope and recover. Therefore, 

 
12 “Human Rights Council .” n.d. Accessed March 29, 2021. https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/E/HRC/resolutions/A_HRC_RES_7_23.pdf. 
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countries with a lower GDP are more at risk to suffer from a disproportionate loss of assets and 

income. 13 

However, the international community has implemented various agreements and 

frameworks to address climate change. The most notorious one has to be the Paris Agreement14, 

adopted in December 2015. It aims for a substantial reduction of global greenhouse gas 

emissions, and for a limitation to 2 degrees Celsius of the global temperature in this century. 

Sadly, the pledges made by the 189 countries who have ratified the Paris Agreement are far from 

realistic for underdeveloped countries. Indeed, limited access to education, limited technology 

or financial resources, poverty, and more pressing issues such as providing the population with 

basic healthcare and resources, like water, are important obstacles. For example, the Botswana 

government tried to develop a climate policy aiming the reduction of greenhouse emission by 

15% before 2030. However, without considerable partnership assistance, capacity-building, 

financial resources and support, and technology transfer from other Member States, the 

developing country was unable to achieve its goals. 

Other international and national initiatives have had a considerable global impact. First, 

Resolution 7/23 of the United Nations Human Rights Council, adopted by acclamation in 2008, 

explicitly recognized for the first time that climate change infringes the full enjoyment of various 

human rights. This recognition has pushed countries to consider climate change as a pressing and 

vital issue. Further, the 1994 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, trying 

to prevent dangerous human interference with the climate system, puts the onus of tackling 

 
13 “Unprecedented Impacts of Climate Change Disproportionately Burdening Developing Countries, Delegate Stresses, as Second Committee 
Concludes General Debate | Meetings Coverage and Press Releases.” n.d. Welcome to the United Nations. Accessed March 29, 2021. 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gaef3516.doc.htm. 
14 “The Paris Agreement | United Nations.” United Nations. Accessed March 23, 2021. https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/paris-agreement. 
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environmental issues on the shoulders of developed countries. Indeed, as the latter are the 

biggest source of greenhouse gas emissions, industrialized Member States are encouraged and 

expected to considerably cut emissions on local ground, as they have the most effective 

resources to do so. Furthermore, the General Assembly’s 2020 A/RES/75/217 resolution 

indicated how climate change affects more gravely young girls and women, because of gender 

inequalities and the dependence of many women to natural resources for their sustenance in 

developing countries. Therefore, this resolution encourages Member States to adopt a gender 

perspective in the environmental and climate change policies and strategies they wish to 

implement, especially in areas where gender equality is far from being met.15 

Although international frameworks and resolutions are not always as inclusive as they 

should be towards developing countries, the latter have also put in place considerable initiatives 

to tackle climate change in a more local and feasible way. For example, since 2019, Ethiopia has 

implemented, under its National Green Development Program, the “40 trees per head” initiative, 

which consists of planting 4 billion trees to help stop environmental degradation.16 As 69% of the 

Ethiopian population is under the age of 29 years old, the country’s youth are highly encouraged 

to embark on this journey towards the preservation and restoration of the environment. Also, 

Bangladesh was the first developing country to develop a national climate fund. The fund is used 

to help communities recover, but also develop their resilience to climate change disastrous 

effects. It funds programs and projects throughout the nation, such as the building of 6 760 

houses in cyclone affected areas, the repairment of 142 kilometers of embankment, and 

 
15 “What Is the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change?” n.d. Unfccc.Int. Accessed March 25, 2021. 
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/what-is-the-united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change. 
16 “Spotlight on Ethiopia’s Tree-Planting Programme.” n.d. UN Environment. https://www.facebook.com/unep. Accessed March 27, 2021. 
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/spotlight-ethiopias-tree-planting-programme. 
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providing solar energy homes to 12 872 families, as well as the plantation of over 140 million 

trees. Furthermore, in 2016, as a way to encourage the transition of the Philippines to a green 

economy, the Green Jobs Act was adopted. It consists of providing incentives to businesses and 

employers so they can generate green jobs, which are jobs helping protect biodiversity and 

ecosystem, reduce energy, water and material consumption and decarbonize the economy, while 

minimizing waste and pollution. Hence, the Act is an initiative tackling the problem of 

environmental degradation directly through the economy. Finally, Cambodia has established the 

2014-2023 Climate Change Strategic Plan, which aims at the integration of national and sub-

national planning, to develop climate change strategies, action plans and financing frameworks. 

17 

United Nations initiatives are also taking place to assist developing countries nationally. 

For example, the UN Environment is collaborating with the Korea International Cooperation 

Agency to facilitate, in Central Asian countries, the transfer of clean energy technologies. Policies, 

regulations, energy performance standards and national clean technology action plans are 

established as a means to do so. Another example is the joint implementation of the Myanmar 

Climate Change Alliance project by UN Environment and UN-Habitat. This alliance was 

established to strengthen the country's policies to address climate change by sharing technical, 

evidence-based knowledge. 18 

 
17 “Cambodia Climate Change Strategic Plan.” 2013.https://cambodiaip.gov.kh/DocResources/ab9455cf-9eea-4adc-ae93-
95d149c6d78c_007729c5-60a9-47f0-83ac-7f70420b9a34-en.pdf. 
18  “Helping Countries Tackle Climate Change | Asia and the Pacific | UNEP - UN Environment Programme.” UNEP - UN Environment 
Programme. UN Environment. Accessed March 29, 2021. https://www.unep.org/regions/asia-and-pacific/regional-initiatives/helping-countries-
tackle-climate-change. 



Vanier College Model United Nations Conference 

Page | 14 

In conclusion, while the gap between richer and poorer countries is only enhanced by 

climate change19, it is primordial for you, as delegates, to aim for the minimization of the impacts 

of power struggles in environmental initiatives. You must develop ways to enhance cooperation 

between Member States, as a means to dispatch more equally the various resources needed to 

tackle efficiently and exhaustively climate change. Indeed, the disparities between countries, 

whether in terms of technological resources, of money, or of effectives has to be tackled, so that 

sustainable development, and human rights, can be equally ensured worldwide.20 

  

 
19 “Introduction to the Bangladesh Climate Change Trust Fund | International Centre for Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD).” 2015. 
International Centre for Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD). http://facebook.com/icccad. June 13, 2015. http://www.icccad.net/dhaka-
tribune-articles/introduction-to-the-bangladesh-climate-change-trust-fund-2/. 
20 “Climate Change and Social Inequality.” 2017. 2017. Climate Change and Social Inequality*. 
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Topic 2: Climate Refugees 

“Climate refugees: a person who has been forced to leave their home as a 
result of the effects of climate change on their environment.” 21 

The speed of climate changes, especially during the last decade, are taking place so fast, 

no science available can predict what’s to come. Individuals affected by environmental changes 

were termed “climate refugees”, or “environmental migrants”. However, these climate refugees 

who were forced to leave their home countries due to climate disasters were not even recognized 

by the UN until 2018. Even after the official recognition by the United Nations, climate refugees 

were still in trouble. Individuals were not able to return to their homes, often due to the fact that 

they were destroyed by said disasters. Fortunately, in 2020, the United Nations ruled that no 

member states can turn away personnelles that cannot return to their home country due to such 

threat. The preposition was not a panacea, however. It created additional problems and fastened 

the collision between the host countries and refugee personnel. Moreover, the lack of support 

from the UN given to the host countries triggered the further quarrels. In 2018, there are an 

estimate of 26.4 million displaced individuals around the world, and the number is only increasing 

as the climate crisis continues to take place. 22 

The United Nations is coming up with different solutions. Including adding the 

involvement of Non-Governmental Organisations (NGO) into assisting disaster relief; The United 

 
21 “The Concept of ‘climate Refugee’ Towards a Possible Definition.” 2019. European Parliament . February 2019. 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/621893/EPRS_BRI(2018)621893_EN.pdf. 
22  Su, Yvonne. 2020. “UN Ruling on Climate Refugees Could Be Gamechanger for Climate Action.” Climate Home News. 
https://www.facebook.com/ClimateHomeNews/. January 29, 2020. https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/01/29/un-ruling-climate-
refugees-gamechanger-climate-action/. 
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Nations itself have similar initiatives such as the Blue Helmets, but it's clearly not enough when 

this amount of displaced people are being affected. 23 

There is also the sense of preparedness for natural disasters. Many member states in the UN 

have their citizens prepared with knowledge in case of emergencies. For example, Japan, being 

in the hot zone for earthquakes, every Japanese citizen is strongly suggested to have an 

emergency pack filled with food and essential supplies. The United Nations should work on not 

only the post-disaster relief, but also the pre-disaster preparation. 

Questions to Consider  

1. How can member states assist host countries in terms of the climate refugee crisis?  

2. Should member states that are suffering from poverty also follow policies listed in the 

agreement?  

3. How can the United Nations balance out the power struggles between developing and 

developed countries?  

4. How can the United Nations Collaborate with NGOs on the topic of environmental issues?  

5. What other sections, such as education, can assist in environmental issues?  

  

 
23 “UNHCR - Climate Change and Disaster Displacement.” UNHCR. Accessed March 29, 2021. https://www.unhcr.org/climate-change-and-
disasters.html. 
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